
Relationships and 
Conflicts

James 4:1-2



I. Relational Conflict is more 
Serious than you think.  

A. Wars and fights … among you. (V.1)
- John 13:34-35, A new commandment I give to 

you, that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. 35By this all 
will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”  

- Phil. 1:27, Only let your conduct be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, 
that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel.  



B. Conflicts result from division.
C. Conflicts divide the church and the home.

- 2 Cor. 12:20, For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not 
find you such as I wish, and that I shall be found by 
you such as you do not wish; lest there be 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, backbiting's, whisperings, conceits, 
tumults;



II. Relational Conflicts is 
Simpler than you think.

A. From your desire for pleasure…
B. That war in your members.  

- Romans 6:13, And do not present your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 
yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.

- Rom. 7:5, 23, 5For when we were in the flesh, the sinful 
passions which were aroused by the law were at work in 
our members to bear fruit to death. - 23But I see another 
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members. .  

C. Conflicts simply come from our worldly, sinful 
natures.



III. Relational Conflicts are 
Worse than you think.  

A. You murder and covet.

B. You… covet and cannot obtain.  You fight and 
war.

C. Seeking to fulfil our desires apart from God's 
design.



IV. Solving Relational Conflict is 
Easier than you think

A. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 

B. Solving Relational Conflicts in the Church and 
Home.



The cure is simple, but it cannot 
be obtain on our own.  

1) Stop loving the world, fall in love with Jesus!  

- 1 John 2:15-17, Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.

- 16For all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
is not of the Father but is of the world.

- 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of 
it; but he who does the will of God abides 
forever.



2) Change your thoughts about the world and God

- Romans 12:1-2, I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service.

- 2And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.



3) Surrender you heart, mind, body, thoughts 
and will to God.

- Phil. 2:3-5, Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.

- 4Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 

- 5Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus,



4) Ask for forgiveness and repent –
turn from your sinful ways.

- Romans 10:13, “whoever calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.”

Ask God to forgive you!



You have not 

because you ask not!


